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I wanted to pass on some very serious news regarding law changes in our 
education system that affects our children, especially if they are 4 and under.
 
As of this past May, the ‘No Child Left Behind’ law has been waivered in 
NC along with 31 other states.
 
What does that mean for us who are zoned for Billingsville? 
• We no longer receive priority in the lottery due to the NCLB waiver.  

We are placed into the lottery pool with all other CMS students. Our 
chances of getting our lottery picks for school are as good as anyone 
else’s in Charlotte.

• We no longer have the option to ‘opt out’ to another neighborhood 
school other than Billingsville.  So for example, if you didn’t get any 
of your magnet choices in the lottery last year, you had the options 
to ‘opt out’ and get assigned a neighborhood school such as Selwyn 
Elementary. Now if you don’t get any of your choices you will have to 
go to your home school, Billingsville.

• If you were attending a neighborhood school like Selwyn, as of Fall 
2013, you will no longer receive bus service. You will have to provide 
your own transportation.

 
This is all effective for next Fall 2013.

Our neighborhood (Chantilly) has been pushing for change at Billingsville 
for 4 years. After 10 years of failing scores, CMS is ready to listen and 
work with our group.
 
A meeting with Tom Tate, our School Board Rep, and Scott McCully, 
Executive Director of Student Placement, was held this past Thursday Oct 
11th. They are two very important decision makers in the school process. 
They understand something has got to be done to encourage us to 
attend Billingsville.  A partial magnet program was discussed to be 
added to this school. What is a partial magnet? The school has a focus/
theme and a defined attendance zone. In addition, a specific number of 
seats are allocated to students who live outside the attendance zone 
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NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

Tuesday, 
December 4 

7:00 p.m.
WTVI Conference Room

3242 Commonwealth Ave.

Topics:
• Holiday Party
•  Crime update/stats
• Charlotte Inn Update
• Tree Banding 
• Neighborhood Watch
• Questions/Comments 

In this issue:Billingsville Elementary Changes           
By Michelle Estrada Abels, Charlotte Neighbors for Education 

Continued	page	2

Don’t forget to join the neighborhood association!  (see last page for details)



Toll Free 877-871-6588
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Billingsville Elementary Changes 
Continued	from	page	1       
but who still reside in Mecklenburg County.   We 
would automatically be guaranteed a seat for 
this magnet program and we would not need to 
lottery in!
 
In the discussion, a STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math) program with a Green emphasis 
was mentioned. The Morehead STEM program 
currently has a waiting list of 600+ people and is 
the only one of its kind in our system. Billingsville’s 
program would be unique by offering a green focus. 
Wouldn’t it be exciting to have chickens at school, 
solar panel energy, compost piles, greenhouse, etc. 
to encourage learning?
 
In some research, our group uncovered two very 
important facts regarding Billingsville.  The first is 
Billingsville was approved to be a ‘work magnet’ 
program with a set theme. It was passed in Nov 2003 
by the old board. The second is all children that attend 
Billingsville from 3-5 grade will automatically 
be allowed to attend Alexander Graham Middle 
School (2011-12 proficiency 83.4). This too was 
approved by the board in NOV 2003! (pg 26)   It just 
seems like they were conveniently forgotten.  At least 
that would mean NO EASTWAY Middle school (2011-
12 proficiency 60.8)!
http://www.cms.k12.nc.us/boe Board Meeting
MinutesArchives/2003-2004/111103%20
Regular%20Board%20Meeting.pdf
 
Our neighborhood is no different than any other urban 
neighborhood such as Dillworth or Plaza Midwood.  

They also struggled with poor performing schools but 
with a small group of determined neighbors, they were 
able to make a major difference in the neighborhood 
and its schools. They worked with the school board 
to get what they wanted.   If you are not familiar 
with Shamrock Gardens Elementary school in Plaza 
Midwood, check out this article.
http://www.charlotteobserver com/2012/06/05/ 
3297601/shamrock-gardens-blooms-with-its.html
 
As a result the schools have attracted more families 
and the neighborhoods have continued to improve and 
grow!  For the betterment of both Charlotte and our 
neighborhood, we have the opportunity to make a long 
needed change in the performance of our neighborhood 
school.  Improvements will not happen overnight but 
education is a legacy we leave our children and we can 
make a difference in the future of our neighborhood and 
its kids.

Please email Michelle Abels for questions at: 
magnolia839@hotmail.com

Side Note: Though only half of Commonwealth Park 
lies in the Billingsville Elememtary attendance zone, 
those assigned to Merry Oaks face similar issues.  It’s 
very important that CPNA neighbors take an active 
part in this decision-making process. Now may be 
the right time to request that our entire neighborhood 
be assigned to Billingsville. 



I am the owner of a residential construction and remodeling 
company. Customers frequently seek my opinion about pri-
oritizing home repairs, since I observe the condition of many 
homes while estimating or completing projects. As a result of 
more than 20 years in the industry, I have developed a few 
opinions about what types of repairs should be given priority. 
Frequent customer inquiries combined with many years of ob-
servations prompted me to develop this article, the first in a 
series titled Maintenance	Matters.	These periodic articles will 
highlight different repair and maintenance topics that, in my 
opinion, should be made a priority to maintain or enhance your 
property’s value.

If you are like me, you have had single pane windows in your 
home at one point or another. You can tell when winter arrives 
because these windows do a really poor job keeping the cold 
out and the heat inside your home. Old windows usually have 
several coats of paint on them and as a result of they are often 
hard to open. They can also be challenging to keep open since 
the rope weight and pulley system that keeps them open is 
often rotted. I don’t know about you, but I certainly don’t like 
switching out the screens and storm windows in preparation 
for the winter.

While new windows are not the best way to control the largest 
amount of energy loss in your home, they do significantly help 
with energy loss, and they often have a number of other advan-
tages as well. There are several different types of replacement 
windows available in today’s market.

The basic concept with the replacement window is that you 
remove the existing window sashes and install a whole new 
window (jambs and sashes) inside of the existing window jamb. 
This allows for a less invasive replacement of your window than 
required when replacing the entire window system - jamb and 
all. The one downside to using these replacement options as 
opposed to a “new construction” window is that you will lose a 
small amount of glass space due to having the new jamb in ad-
dition to the original window jamb.

The other replacement window option is using a wood or vinyl 
replacement sash and new tracks in place of the original weight 
and pulley system to keep the window open. This is slightly 
more expensive, but allows you to keep the look of the original 
window but also benefit from the advantages of new windows.

New windows have several advantages over the old wooden or 
metal windows. You can get a single hung window which allows 
you to open the bottom window as well as tilt it in for cleaning. 
These windows usually come with a half screen. The other op-
tion is to get a double hung window which allows you to open 
either the upper or lower sash as well as being able to tilt them 
both in for air movement or cleaning. Most new windows come 
with a safety latch which allows you to be able to crack the win-
dow 3-4” and stop it from opening any further.

There are a few things you will want to consider when deciding 
what type of new windows to select – looks, functionality, rat-
ings and warranty:
Looks: Do you want the look and feel of real wood? Keep in 

Maintenance Matters - Window Replacements
By Steve Sebrell, Rollins Ave. (Owner of DPS Construction)

mind you will have to paint wood winders every few years. Vinyl 
windows are virtually maintenance free. Aluminum clad wood 
windows are more durable on the exterior than the wooden 
ones, but provide the look of wooden windows on the interior.
Functionality: Double hung and single hung windows open 
up/down or sideways. They typically have a tilt-in feature that 
allows for easier cleaning. Casement windows crank open side-
ways which can provide air movement – catching any breezes 
that may be blowing along the side of your house. Casement 
windows can crank open far enough to allow you to clean the 
outside of the window from inside the room.
Ratings: Windows also carry a few rating numbers that you 
want to consider.
U-Factor: The U-factor is a rating that indicates how much heat 
loss will occur with the window. The lower the number the better 
the U-Factor is. A rating of .30 is an efficient window.
SHGC (Solar Heat Gain Coefficient): This number is a rating 
between 0 and 1 and indicated the amount of sun’s heat that 
passes through the window. A rating of .30 will
let 30% of the sun’s heat pass through the window. In the south-
east, the lower this number is the better. We want the light with-
out having the heat come through in the summer – additional 
heat requires additional work on our cooling systems.
Warranty: Last but not least is the warranty. Some window 
companies offer anywhere from a single year warranty to a life-
time warranty on the glass breakage of their windows. Some 
of these are transferrable from the original owner to the next 
owner. 

Replacing existing windows can help manage heating/cooling 
costs, improve functionality, and increase your home’s resale 
value. When choosing the method of replacement – there are 
numerous options available to you from full replacement to par-
tial replacement systems. When choosing your new windows 
make sure to consider the look and feel, functionality, efficiency 
ratings, and warranty information. Thinking through these op-
tions before deciding on a replacement approach will help you 
make informed decisions and get the best value for your mon-
ey. Remember – these maintenance matters can save you time 
and money in the long run. Until next time.
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Seek and Find (by Lou Galanty – Pinecrest) 
B R C J U I C E N P O M 
P A Y M L W Q P C A T B 
A K C E P A N E S G G E 
N O V O K P R B L M U H 
C P S N N E V B T A O W 
A T W E A X O V D J P A 
K S A L P Y K M O V C F 
E A E S R O L D N Q P F 
S O A T M E A L K E R L 
N T C K L I M P E N G E 
S L P F G H L A Y J B S 
T G I E G A S U A S I Z 
 

What’s for breakfast?? 
Find the following words – left to right, 
right to left, up and down or diagonally 
 
PANCAKES         EGGS       JUICE 
WAFFLES        CEREAL        JAM   
BACON          SAUSAGE     MILK 
TOAST        JELLY        OATMEAL 
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Whole Foods Finally Arrives
By Lou Galanty, Pinecrest Ave.
The waiting is finally over. Whole Foods opened their first 
store in Charlotte in September at 6610 Fairview Road, just 
off the corner of Sharon Road. Warning up front – parking 
is a nightmare. Granted – everyone and their grandmother 
visited the first few weeks, but that being said, parking is still 
inadequate. The best time to go is early morning (they open at 
7am 7 days a week) or mid-late morning. Closing time is 10pm. 

Reviews have been mixed. The store’s high prices have 
earned it the nickname Whole Paycheck and their vitamin/
supplement area doesn’t rival Earthfare’s. But their eclectic 
mix of international foods, grains, fish, etc. is extensive with 
countries of origin prominently displayed. They also try to 
represent locally grown organic fruits and vegetables. There is 
a section just for salt, they carry a good selection of eastern rice 
and have an extensive fresh and frozen fish menu. The aisles 
of packaged foods generally cost more than this poor person 
wishes to pay, but I did fall in love with their Prairie bread. 

They are probably best known for their excellent selection 
of prepared foods.  There’s a section for pizza, another for 
gelato, and still another for cheese. Considering that the 
store is within blocks of the huge Harris Teeter and Earthfare, 
it will be interesting to see who shops where when the dust 
settles. Whole Foods flies the “sustainability” banner high – 
no plastic bags here – just paper. I’m glad they’re here and 
will continue to buy the bread I love, but I will be checking 
often for some online coupons. 

PLAZA MIDWOOD 2007 COMMONWEALTH AVE  ✆ 704 334 6209  

* IN SOUTHEND TOO! 1515 SOUTH TRYON ST / 704 332 7782 * 

WWW.cOMMONMArkETISgOOD.cOM

CASE DISCOUNTS 
ON EVERYTHING!
IF YOU NEED IT, WE’VE GOT IT 

ALL THINGS NEEDED FOR HOLIDAY FUN
BEER*WINE*EATS 

Seek and Find
By Lou Galanty, Pinecrest Ave.

What’s for breakfast??
Find the following words – left to right, right to left, up and down or diagonally

 PANCAKES  EGGS        JUICE WAFFLES         
 CEREAL         JAM   BACON         SAUSAGE     
 MILK TOAST         JELLY         OATMEAL



Computer Tips
By Eddie Clark, Woodland Drive, 25 Years of IT Network Design and Support

Keeping your computer operational and optimized 
for performance doesn’t really need to be a daunting 
task.  Of course, no one piece of software will protect 
you one hundred percent of the time, but following 
a few simple steps can help you reduce your risk of 
computer virus or other malicious software known as 
Malware.

 1. Most operating systems such as Windows 
and Mac OS come with a built in firewall.  
Keeping this enabled for internet traffic helps 
reduce your risk of infection.

 2. Ensure that you have a backup plan for any 
important data.  Files can be copied to and/or 
stored on external media such as USB drives 
or free cloud storage provided by Google 
Drive (http://drive.google.com) or Dropbox 
(http://www.dropbox.com).  Most external 
USB drives have programs on them that 
make backing up very easy to setup and run.

 3. Software updates keep your system current.  
I typically recommend that a backup is 
completed and verified before applying any 
operating system updates.  Most people see 
the update notifications, but few take the 
time to apply them.  Not applying updates 
can leave holes in the system through which 
viruses and Malware can enter and wreak all 
sorts of havoc.

 4. Install and update Anti-Virus and Anti-
Malware (A/V) software.  There is a lot of 
debate in the industry as to the best software 
package to use, however, I know of very few 
who debate the need for it.  In my experience, 
the more costly packages available by 
Norton, Symantec, and McAfee provide 
sufficient protection, however may bog down 
performance a bit.  There are some free 
options for the home computer user such as 
AVG Free (http://free.avg.com) and Avast 
(http://www.avast.com), both for Windows 
and Mac.  It is imperative to periodically 
check to ensure your A/V software is getting 
updates.  These updates inform your software 

of new viruses so that it can properly protect 
your system.  Without these, your system 
becomes increasingly vulnerable over time.

Again, no one piece of software or action will 
protect your system from failure and/or performance 
degradation.  If you employ all the steps I’ve listed 
above, you greatly reduce your risk.  Even so, if your 
system does become infected there are some free 
tools you can use to attempt to clean your system:  
Malwarebytes (http://www.malwarebytes.org) 
and ComboFix (http://www.bleepingcomputer.
com/download/combofix/).

Using these utilities improperly can put your computer 
in a non-bootable state, so read all directions and 
warnings before using them.  If you have any doubts 
about running these, I suggest that you consult with 
a professional.  
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Fittingly as I start to write this, our Commonwealth Park 
Neighborhood Facebook page alerted me to possible 
gunshots on or around Pinecrest.  When I inquired 
on the page if anyone called 911, two neighbors 
responded yes and one said that the operator told him 
several people had called.  Great job neighbors! We 
are continuing to make great progress in securing our 
neighborhood, and whether we realize it or not, we 
have a successful neighborhood watch.

I’ve had a few neighbors ask me lately where we 
are with registering our watch.  I have submitted the 
required paperwork to the CMPD’s Officer Johnson 
and am waiting on her word with any other necessary 
steps.  Even though we don’t have our signs in place 
we are doing our job as a watch and tonight’s incident 
and follow through proves our success.

As soon as we receive authorization from the city you 
will see the signs being posted and the block captains 
will be contacting you.  From there we just need to 
continue what we are doing.  Every time I speak with 
Officer Strayer or Lieutenant Dance they continue to 
compliment the neighborhood on our proactive stance 
on crime fighting (we have hundreds of super heroes 
in the neighborhood, feel free to wear capes) and 
reassure me we are making progress in our fight. 

So please continue to call 911 when you see drug 
deals, prostitution, or any other suspicious activity.  I 
have been told that shady characters are starting to 
reappear in front of the Briar Creek Market, so remain 
vigilant while in that area and be aware of suspicious 
people in the surrounding area like our many bus 
stops.  A lot of criminal activity takes place at those 
stops so if you see something say something.

We will be taking part in a leadership conference 
sponsored by the Eastway Division of CMPD.  There 
we will be networking with other neighborhoods, 
discussing crime prevention and other neighborhood 
nuisances. By establishing these contacts with other 
neighborhoods, the sky is the limit in reducing crime in 
our corner of Charlotte.  If we can get everyone else 
to be a proactive as we are, we can greatly reduce the 
risk of crime not only here, but in the neighborhoods 
we travel through and shop in.

Keep up the good work neighbors; you’re doing a 
fantastic job, making a better life for yourselves and 
those around you.
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Neighborhood Watch
By Jason Van Buren, Shenandoah Ave.

Summer 2012



It’s that time of year again.  A time when the leaves change 
and the air is crisp and when family and friends gather to 
celebrate the season in the great company of each other.  
This is also the season for raiding your children’s Halloween 
bag, or even indulges in the stash you bought to handout 
to the trick or treaters.  This is the season where stuffing 
yourself with a large bird (which increasingly seems to be 
fried instead of oven roasted) with a side sweet potato 
casserole that has more marshmallows than vegetable in it.  
A season of holiday parties filled with pecan pie, eggnog and 
festive holiday spirits.  

But hey, that’s what the New Year is for, right?  To start over 
and begin the new year a new you?  How many times have 
you started on that journey again?  What if there is a way to 
enjoy the holiday season without losing control?  Where you 
feel like you aren’t punishing or limiting yourself to all the 
yummy festive cheer.  What if there is a way to have a head 
start on all of those people who wait for a whole new year 
to begin their healthy changes (for the 15th time at least).   I 
have for you some tricks and tips to help you get through the 
holiday season with little to no guilt.

 • Eat a healthy meal before you attend a holiday party
   • Fill your belly with good and nutritious food that will 

satisfy you and help control your cravings
 • Step away from the food display
   • Enjoy the small treats that are displayed so temptingly 

before you, but take just a bite of a few treats and 
then step away.  The food won’t be taunting you to 
indulge more when it’s out of sight.

   • Remember that the party is for you to enjoy the 
company of friends and family not the company of 
food.

 • Bring a healthy dish to the party
   • So even if everyone else brings delicious diet 

debaucheries, you know there is one dish you can 
rely on, yours!

 • Drink Water
   • Water is your best friend.  Drink it to fill you up.  

Drink water in between holiday spirits to help slow 
down the empty calorie intake as well as in between 
holiday food intake

 • Don’t feel obligated to go to everything you are invited to
   • Don’t stress yourself out to attend every party you 

are invited to.  If you will be seeing the same group 
of people at several parties, give yourself a little 
break from the hectic holiday season.  You will be 
able to hang out with them at some point.

 • Purchase Halloween treats that you do not like
   • For example - if you hate coconut, get the huge bag 

of Almond Joy and Mounds to pass out to the trick or 
treaters without feeling like your temptations will get 
the best of you.

It’s ON, Holiday Season: Bring it!
By Jordan Deveix, MS, RCEP, Exercise Physiologist, Commonwealth Ave.

Below are some common holiday indulgences paired with 
alternatives that will be kinder to your waistline and make 
sure you aren’t missing out on the holiday spirit.  Please note 
however that the options below are not necessarily ‘healthy’ 
options, just better compared to the original.  Remember 
bullet #2 – enjoy the taste but do not make a meal out of it.  

So go out and enjoy this season knowing that you now know 
what to do to keep yourself in control from the cravings.  
Happy Holidays everyone!

Bad Option Better than Bad Option
Pecan Pie Pumpkin Pie
Eggnog Low Sugar (or low fat) 

Peppermint Hot Chocolate
Sweet Potato Casserole Baked Sweet Potato

Mixed Drink Wine Spritzer or
Sparkling Wine

Croissant Whole Wheat Rolls
Cheesecake Fruit Tart

Candy Dark Chocolate Drizzled Fruit
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Commonwealth Park Neighborhood Association 
Membership Form

Name: __________________________________

Address: ________________________________

 _______________________________________

Email: __________________________________

Annual dues are only $20.00 per household and are 
very helpful in neighborhood improvements. Please 
send a check in today!!

Make checks payable & send to:
Commonwealth Park Neighborhood Assoc.
PO Box 18833
Charlotte, NC 28218 

Place your ad in the next Commonwealth Park newsletter! 
Business Card Size—$35    1/4 Page—$60    1/2 Page—$120

Discount packages available! 
Contact Jerome Deveix @ jdeveix@gmail.com 

Check here if you would like to be contacted to volunteer on a committee or be a part of our 
neighborhood watch team. A neighbor will contact you shortly!


